NEWPTF
Guidelines for Test Taking
September 2025

This guide lists the categories and point values and describes the way questions are asked on the Festival Theory/History Test.  Consult the syllabus for details regarding requirements and information. 

LEVEL 1  ( EARLY INTERMEDIATE)   
76 points total

I. Note Reading (16 pts) Identify the note written on the staff.
II. Rhythm and Time Signatures (10 pts) 
a. Tell what the top and bottom numbers of a time signature mean (4 pts)
b. Write the counting on the line below each measure.  Use progressive counting 
(6 pts)
III. Key Signatures (5 pts)  Draw the key signatures on the staff
IV. Intervals (10 pts) 	
a. Identify as half step or whole step below each interval (4 pts)
b. Draw the interval above the written note (6 pts)
V. Chords (14 pts)
a. Draw the key signature and draw the notes of each chord (10 pts)
b. Draw major, minor, diminished and augmented chords in root position. (4 pts)
VI. Music History (4 pts) Name the four style periods of music.
VII. Vocabulary (17 pts) 
a. Match the terms with the correct symbol. (9 pts)
b. Arrange dynamic markings from softest to loudest (1 pt)
c. Define the given terms (7 pts)












LEVEL  II ( INTERMEDIATE) 
 99 Pts total
I. Rhythm and Time Signature (10 pts)
a. Write two simple meters in duple, triple and quadruple (6 pts)
b. Define Common time and Alla Breve (cut time) (4 pts)
II. Key Signatures (8 pts)
a. Draw the key signatures (Major and minor)  (4 pts)
b. Name the key signatures (Major and minor)  (4 pts)
III. Scales (8 pts)   Draw the given scale using key signatures and whole notes
IV. Intervals (7 pts) Draw the correct note above the given note to complete the interval.  Do not use key signatures. 
V. Chords (20 pts)
a. Draw the chords (8 pts)
i. Draw the key signature (4 pts)
ii. Draw the notes above the roman numerals in the inversion requested.
(4 pts)
b. Naming the chords (12 pts)
i. Write the key on the first line
ii. Write the Roman numeral on the second line
iii. Name the inversion on the third line
VI. Cadences (13 pts)
a. Fill in the blanks (4 pts)
i. Name the Roman numerals for plagal and authentic cadences
b. Identify cadences (9 pts)
i. Name the key
ii. Write the Roman numeral
iii. Name the cadence
VII. Music History (20 pts) Fill in the blanks for each style period. Blanks are given for dates, feature of the period, composer from the period, fact about the composer, and composition by the composer. 
VIII. Vocabulary (13 pts)
a. Write a short definition in the blanks (10 pts)
b. Arrange tempos from slowest to fastest. Write them in order on the blanks (3 pts)





LEVEL III ( LATE INTERMEDIATE)
118 pts total

I. Enharmonic notes (4 pts)  Draw and name the enharmonic notes for each given note
II. Counting (7 pts)
a. Write the counting below the example (5 pts)
b. Fill in blanks to define simple and compound meter (2 pts)
III. Key Signatures (4 pts) Draw the seven flats and seven sharps on the grand staff
IV. Scales (6 pts) 	
a. Draw key signatures and notes for the given scale (4 pts)
b. Draw a one octave descending chromatic scale (2 pts)
V. Intervals (24 pts)
a. Analysis: Name the quantity (size) and quality (P, M, m, d or A) for each interval. (12 pts)
b. Writing intervals:  Draw the correct interval (12 pts)
VI. Chords (18 pts)
a. Labeling the position of V7 chords as Root, 1st, 2nd, or 3rd inversion (6 pts)
b. Analysis of triads: Label the key, Roman numeral and position of given triads (12 pts)
VII. Cadences (9 pts)   Draw the key signature, write the Roman numerals, and draw the notes using COMMON TONES.
VIII. Vocabulary (17 pts)
a. Match the term with the definition (11 pts)
b. Fill in blanks about Sonata Allegro form (4 pts)
c. Arrange given tempos from slowest to fastest (2 pts)
IX. Music Analysis (9 pts)  Analysis of musical examples in literature.
X. Music History (20 pts) Fill in blanks for each style period with approximate dates, one feature, one composer, one fact about that composer, and one composition by that composer. 







LEVEL IV (EARLY ADVANCED)
94 pts total
I. Rhythm (6 pts)
a. Draw the time signatures at the beginning of the staff (2 pts)
b. Write the counting on the line beneath each example (4 pts)
II. Scales (4 pts)
a. Draw the key signature
b. Using whole notes, draw the scales
III. Intervals (5 pts) Identify each interval by quantity (number) and quality (P, M, m, d, or A)
IV.  Triads	 (20 pts)
a. Analysis of three voice chords (triads) (8 pts)
i. Identify the key
ii. Label with Roman numerals
iii. Supply the figured bass numerals to identify the inversions
b. Writing triads (12 pts)
i.  Draw the key signature
ii. Draw the chord
V. Dominant 7th Chords (16 pts)
a. Writing four voice chords (8 pts)
i. Draw the key signature
ii. Draw the four note chord in the correct inversion from figured bass
b. Analysis of four voice chords (8 pts)
i. Name the key
ii. Supply the figured bass numerals
VI. Music History (24 pts)
Fill in the blanks for each style period with
a. Date
b. One fact about the style period
c. One composer
d. The nationality of the composer you chose
e. One fact about that composer
f. One composition of the composer you chose for each style period. 
VII. Vocabulary (19 pts)
a. Fill in the blanks (4 pts)
b. Matching (15 pts) Write the number of the definition in the blank next to the term. 



LEVEL V (ADVANCED)
100 pts total
I. Scale Writing (5 pts) Be able to write all types of specified scales. Use whole notes and accidentals. 
II. Scale Identification (4 pts) Identify the scale on the line beneath the staff.
III. Writing Chords: Triads and 7th chords with Roman numerals and figured bass (8 pts)
a. Draw key signature
b. Draw the chord using whole notes
IV. Identifying chords: Triads and 7th chords with Roman numerals and figured bass (18 pts)
a. Name the key
b. Name the Roman numeral
c. Name the figured bass
V. Writing triads and 7th chords from lead sheet notation (5 pts) Draw one chord above the lead sheet notation
VI. Identifying chords using lead sheet notation (5 pts) Write the correct analysis below each chord using lead sheet notation
VII. Diatonic and Chromatic half steps (6 pts)
a. Draw a chromatic half step above each note
b. Draw a diatonic half step above each note
VIII. Vocabulary (17 pts)
a. Fill in the blank to define each term (8 pts)
b. Fill in the blank (9 pts)
IX. Music History (32 pts)
a. For each era:
i. Two composers of your choice
ii. Their nationality
iii. One composition
iv. One fact about each one




